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The Foundations of Religious Life
Revisiting the Vision
Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious 

Th e Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious has maintained 
the historical form of religious life, with sisters living in community 
and wearing the habit. While many religious orders are currently fac-
ing marked decline in novitiates and the aging of their members, the 
communities of the CMSWR are experiencing growth on a worldwide 
scale.
In this collection of foundational articles, the CMSWR articulates how 
its perspective is in keeping with the vision set forth by Vatican II, 
suggesting that its commitment to a more visibly countercultural life 
and ministry is what sustains its orders and attracts young women to 
the CMSWR communities. 
Th e Foundations of Religious Life is ideal reading for sisters and those 
in formation, as well as their counterparts in men’s communities.
ISBN: 9781594711985 / 256 pages / $18.95 

“Fresh, authentic, compelling, and true. I highly 
recommend it.”

CHARLES J. CHAPUT, O.F.M. CAP.

Archbishop of Denver

A Vision for the Future of Women Religious

The Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious in the USA, in union with the Holy Father and 
assisted by the Bishops of the United States, wish to support one another mutually in preserving the gift  of 
their respective vocations and in progressing still more in the life to which God has called them. 
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